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CDC, states’ reporting of virus 
test data causes confusion 


BY MICHELLE R. SMITH 
Associated Press 


PROVIDENCE, R.I. 
Elected officials, businesses 
and others are depending on 
coronavirus testing and infec- 
tion-rate data as states reopen 
so that they will know if a sec- 
ond wave of contagion is com- 


ing - and whether another round 
of stay-at-home orders or clos- 
ings might be needed. 

But states are reporting those 
figures in different ways, and 
that can lead to frustration and 
confusion about what the num- 
bers mean. In some places, 
there have been data gaps that 
leave local leaders wondering 
whether they should loosen or 


tighten restrictions. In others, 
officials are accused of spinning 
the numbers to make their 
states look better and justify 
reopening. 

In a continuing theme for the 
outbreak in the United States, a 
lack of federal leadership per- 
sists. Even the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
has been lumping together tests 


that measure different things. 
Such errors render the CDC 
numbers about how many 
Americans are infected “unin- 
terpretable,” creating a mislead- 
ing picture for people trying to 
make decisions based on the 
data, said Ashish Jha, director of 
Harvard’s Global Health In- 
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Michelle Millard had a full slate of summer camps and other activities planned for her children, Will, 10, and his sister, Nathalie, 8. But all 
that got canceled due to the coronavirus outbreak. She now has to juggle her job responsibilities and take care of her children. During a 
recent spring day, they watched a digital yearbook put together by their school. 


COVID-19 canceling 
summer camp for 10,000 


BY MARA ROSE WILLIAMS 
AND ANNA SPOERRE 
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With coronavirus restrictions 
on social distancing, organizers 
of the Upper Room summer 
programs decided to drop the 
number of campers they’d 
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accept this year from the typ- 
ical 2,000 to just 600. 

Then they realized that was 
still too much. This past week 
they announced to families that 
there would be no camp at all 
this summer. 

Scenarios like that are play- 
ing out across the metro, as 
summer programs face impos- 
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sible challenges for finances 
and safety. 

“Tm just heartbroken,” said 
Kris Collins, director of educa- 
tional programming at the 
Upper Room. “We have ex- 
hausted every available means 
to open this summer and are 
quite disappointed in this re- 
sult. It is apparent that our 
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community isn’t fully ready to 
reopen.” 


Programs that haven’t closed 


have slashed the number of 
children they can accept, de- 
layed opening or gone online 
only. 


As a result, some 10,000 


Kansas City area children who 
had spots in a summer program 
last year won’t have anywhere 


to 


go this summer, said Mike 


English, executive director of 
Turn the Page KC, an educa- 
tion advocacy group. 


“Parents who can’t work 


from home are faced with the 
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Crowded 
parties at 
Missouri 
lake raising 
concerns 


BY ANNA SPOERRE 
AND LUKE NOZICKA 
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Hours after videos of crowded 
pool parties at the Lake of the 
Ozarks sparked outrage across 
the country, the mayor of one 
lakeside city said he was con- 
cerned, even if there was little 
he could do about it. 

Videos circulating on social 
media showed why he might be 
worried: Hundreds of people 
flouted social distancing guide- 
lines in the region’s pools and 
bars throughout the Memorial 
Day weekend, something public 
health officials feared. It ignited 
worry that the gatherings would 
cause new coronavirus out- 
breaks. 

John Olivarri, mayor of Osage 
Beach, a town of about 4,000 
people nestled on the eastern 
edge of Lake of the Ozarks, said 
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Pandemic 
politics flaring 
in race for 
Congress 


BY BRYAN LOWRY 
blowry@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

The four Republicans seeking 
to unseat Rep. Sharice Davids 
have signaled support for the 
protest movement against coro- 
navirus-related restrictions — in 
one case even attending a rally 
— as they seek to find a message 
that will resonate during the 
unprecedented pandemic. 

Davids, a first-term Kansas 
Democrat, has been steadfast in 
her support for social distancing, 
but she has also taken steps to 
distance herself from House 
Democratic leadership as the 
pandemic has intensified parti- 
san furor in Washington and 
Kansas. 

“Kansans need real help and 
we need both parties to start 
working on that,” Davids said 
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SPECIAL HOURS: 
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